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Course Description:  The study of European History since 1450 introduces students to cultural, 
economic, political, and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in 
which they live.  This knowledge provides a context for understanding the development of contemporary 
institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of 
current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse.  
 
The course is specifically designed to prepare students to successfully challenge the College Board 
Advance Placement Test in European history.  Special attention will be devoted to an understanding of 
some of the principal themes in modern European history, an ability to analyze historical evidence and 
historical interpretation, and an ability to express historical understanding through writing.  Students 
enrolled in this course are required to take the A.P. examination in European History on Friday, May 11, 
2007. 
 
For further information on the Advanced Placement program, students and parents should consult the 
A.P. European History web site at:  
 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/courses/descriptions/1,,151-162-0-8879,00.html 
 
Text: The Western Heritage, since 1300, 9th edition: Kagan 
 This text is linked with an excellent “companion” website that will be used in conjunction with 
this class. 

http://wps.prenhall.com/kagan 
 

Internet Access.  Students will require Internet access and access to a form of email.  A significant 
amount of information, materials, and assignments will be available through my school web page and the 
companion website.   If students do not have Internet access at home, it is available at the school library. 
 
Evaluation.  This course adheres to Palma’s official grading criteria (Student & Parent Handbook, page 
9).  European History (AP) is an honors course and students enrolled in this course will be awarded extra 
points in grade point average computations.  Semester grades will be determined and credit awarded 
based on the following. 
  B+ (87-89) C+ (77-79) D+ (67-69) 
A (93-100) B (83-86) C (73-76) D (63-66) 
A- (90-92 B- (80-82) C- (70-72) D- (60-62) F (below 60) 
 
Grades.  Individual assignments are weighted as follows: 
  

• Important Grades (70%).  “Important” grades are summative in nature and designed to measure students’ 
accomplishment of expected course outcomes.  They would include DBQs, FRQs, multiple choice tests, 
projects, and/or presentations.  

• Smaller Grades (30%). “Smaller” grades are formative in nature, designed to assist students in meeting 
the expected outcomes of the course.  They would include short response assignments, homework 
assignments, quizzes, class activities, and/or participation. 

 
Semester Grades.  The first quarter grade (40%) and the second quarter grade (40%) are combined with 
the final exam (20%) to determine the semester grade.  The final exam will be a cumulative exam of all 
units covered during the first and second quarters. 
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Online Grades.  I maintain an up-to-date school web page, which includes access to student grades.  In 
your confirmation of receipt of the course description, please provide me with a six to eight digit 
password so that you may access your son’s grade online. 
 
Materials.   Failure to keep and maintain the required materials will result in loss of participation points. 

• One Composition Notebook: for notes and reflections 
• One Binder/Portfolio:  for handouts, etc. 
• Two blue and/or black ink pens 
• Two sharp pencils 

 
Review Materials.  During the third quarter, students will be required to purchase a teacher selected 
study guide for the AP exam. 
 
Internet Access.  Students will require Internet access and access to a form of email.  A significant 
amount of information, materials, and assignments will be available through my school web page.  If 
students do not have Internet access at home, it is available at the school library. 
 
Timeliness. Personal responsibility is important for success in life and must be practiced.  Late 
assignments will be reduced fifty percent (50%).  Students missing class will be expected to turn in 
assignments no later than the day following their return to class. 
 
Absences.  Students should maintain a healthy lifestyle; wash their hands regularly, keep their hands 
away from their eyes and mouth, and make every effort to not miss school.  The classroom experience 
cannot be replicated through homework assignments.  That being said, students missing class should 
check my web page or contact a friend for the day’s reading and homework assignment and make a 
reasonable effort to complete the assignment prior to returning to class. 

• TESTS missed due to absence will be made up the day of return. TESTS NOT MADE UP WILL RECEIVE A ZERO.  
They will not be “omitted”. 

• Students missing school due to absence will submit ESSAYS via email on, or prior to, the day they are due. 
• PROJECTS/PRESENTATIONS will be submitted/made up on the first day back to school. 

 
Student Expectations.  Mr. Corner has the following expectations for all students: 

• To be prepared for class by completing all reading and homework assignments on a daily basis. 
• To do assignments completely and turn them in when they are due. 
• To pay attention in class and take complete and accurate notes. 
• To study and fully prepare for all tests and exams. 
• To give an honest effort in the preparation of all assignments, tests, and exams. 

 
Classroom Expectations 

• Cheating or copying others' work is expressly forbidden (see Student & Parent Handbook, page 13). 
• All students are expected to be on time for class, in their assigned seats, in compliance with the dress code (see Student 

and Parent Handbook, pages 27-28), ready to begin, when the bell rings. Students will be dismissed by rows at the end 
of the period. 

• Possession of cell phones beyond the school flagpole is prohibited.  Violations of this prohibition will result in cell 
phones being confiscated; confiscated cell phones need to be picked up by a parent (Student & Parent Handbook, page 
29). 

• All bags will be stored at a designated place in the classroom. 
• Food and drink are not allowed in classrooms at Palma High School. 
• Respect for faculty and fellow students is expected at all times.  This includes listening when others are asking 
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questions and refraining from disrupting or delaying the class in any way. Any such instances will be dealt with 
progressively, including parental contact. 

 
Extra Help.  Mr. Corner is generally available for extra help in room E-2 during 4th and 5th periods.  
Students requiring assistance should meet with Mr. Corner to schedule a time to meet. 
 

**PARENTS** 
 

Communicating with Mr. Corner.  Communication between the teacher and parent is necessary and 
important to the success of your son.  We have several different ways of keeping that line of 
communication open.  Please choose the method that is most appropriate to your need and easiest for you. 

 
• Check my web page if you have questions about homework assignments, due dates, test dates, 

etc.  I update this page daily. 
 
http://www.palmahs.org/teachers/corner/index.htm 
 

• If you are generally wondering how your son is doing in class, ask him; ask to see his binder, ask 
to see his tests and essays, ask to see his assignments that he is working on at home and discuss 
the same with him.  Probably most importantly, ask to see his homework calendar regularly.  If it 
is blank, there is a problem. 
 

• If you have a specific question about your son’s progress, a specific assignment or due date, how 
I’m doing, etc.: 

o Email me: scott.corner.palmahs@gmail.com 
o Call me: 831/422-6391 
o Send a note with your son 

 
• Parent conferences are twice a year (at the end of the first quarter and first semester).  It is 

difficult, and oftentimes not appropriate, to have an “unscheduled” conference at 7:55 or 2:53 in 
front of the school.  If you would like to meet regarding your son’s progress in school other than 
at the scheduled conferences, please contact me as above. 

 
Confirmation.  This handout is available for your reference at my school web page.  Please email me this 
week to confirm that you have read the same.  In your email, please provide the following information: 

• Your son’s name 
• Your name 
• Phone numbers where I can reach you 
• Six to eight digit password for access to online grade 
• Any questions you have about the course 
• At least one thing you would like me to know about your son 

 
Thank you and best wishes for a successful year! 
 
 
 



Mr. Scott Corner 
European History (AP) 
Palma High School 
2007-2008 
 
 
 
 
A Few Thoughts About Advanced Placement.   The A.P. exam is scheduled for Friday, May 9, 2008.  
We will finish the textbook on or about Thursday, March 20, 2008.  We will enjoy Easter vacation and 
then begin our review for the AP exam.  Needless to say, European History (AP) is an accelerated course. 
 
All rigorous academic study is time consuming and requires an extra effort that can at times be arduous, 
especially around “test time”.  This rigorous course of study may impinge on a student’s other activities 
and, at times, on family time.  However, there are a multitude of benefits to taking an A.P. Course, 
including:  
 

• Students gain an edge in college preparation, improve writing skills and sharpen problem-solving 
techniques, and develop the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous course work; 

 
• Students stand out in the college admissions process, demonstrate maturity and readiness for 

college, show a willingness to push themselves, and emphasize their commitment to academic 
excellence; 

 
• Students broaden their intellectual horizons, study subjects in greater depth and detail, and 

assume the responsibility of reasoning, analyzing, and understanding for themselves. 
 

• Finally, a student who excels in this environment and scores well on the A.P. exam this May can 
earn college credit. 

 
I assume that your son has enrolled in this class because he seeks the challenge and benefits of a college 
level course.  Please keep a few things in mind: 
 

• Your son will require time and a place to study. 
 

• Please review and respect the published school calendar with regards to school holidays and exam 
schedules.  Absences affect the progress of the entire class, not just your son. 

 
• Make time to encourage your son, to discuss the content of the course, and to share your opinions 

with him.  Your insight and discussions can assist your son in creating a context for the topics he 
is studying. 

 
• European History (AP) is a freshman level college course.  It is what it is. 


