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EXPECTED SCHOOLWIDE LEARNING RESULTS (ESLRs) 
The Palma ESLRs set four areas of student development: Spiritual/Moral, Intellectual, Physical, 
and Social.  With these four areas in mind students that successfully complete this course will: 

 Attend liturgical services and retreats, as well as daily prayerful activities. 
 Learn and apply Christian values in their daily life. 
 Be able to create and design appropriate methods to adapt classroom information to real – world 

situations. 
 Demonstrate sportsmanship by exhibiting respect for competitors both on the playing field and in 

the classroom. 
 Develop skills to interact with others in a manner that reflects the Christian values of respect, 

compassion, and service. 
 

REQUI RED MATERIALS: 
Textbooks: 

First Semester  Second Semester  
Jesus of History: Christ of Faith Celebrating Sacraments 
The New American Bible: School and Church 

Edition 
The New American Bible: School and Church 

Edition 
Other: 

Three ring binder (1 1/2 inch or bigger) with loose-leaf/binder paper 
Marble/Composition Notebook 
Pen &/or a Pencil 

COURSE DISCRIPTION: 
NEW TESTAMENT Ð This course covers the New Testament to help students understand the 
person of Jesus Christ as a messenger of His heavenly Father and to understand His message.  While 
emphasizing the Good News as presented in the Gospels, this survey also discusses the apostolic 
teaching in Acts, the epistles and Revelation. Prerequisite: Sophomore standing (5 credits). 
 

SACRAMENTS &  WORSHI P – During this course students’ will learn about signs and symbols in 
general and about each of the seven sacraments in particular.  The origin, history and current 
theology of each sacrament will be studied.  From this intellectual base students will be led to a 
prayerful response to God’s gift of life in the sacraments.  Different types of prayer and prayer 
experiences will be discussed and students will have the opportunity to incorporate prayer in their 
daily lives.  Prerequisite: Sophomore standing (5 credits). 
 

COURSE GOALS: 
 To develop a solid foundation in the students’ understanding of the New Testament. 
 To explore the political and religious world of Jesus Christ. 
 To help the students’ better understand the Good News message of Jesus Christ. 
 To build on the students knowledge of the Good News and begin to develop their 

understanding of the early Church. 
 To use and understand symbols and rituals in order to express key sacramental concepts. 
 To cultivate the students’ awareness of the seven sacraments as opportunities for spiritual 

growth. 
 To provide meaningful experiences and knowledge for personal prayer. 
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EVALUATION and ASSESMENT: 
Report card grades are given a letter for each subject.  The following are the official criteria for 
awarding letter grades at Palma: 

A = 93 – 100 B+ = 87 – 89 C+ = 77 – 79 D+ = 67 – 69 
A- = 90 – 92 B = 83 – 86 C = 73 – 76 D = 63 – 66 

 B- = 80 – 82 C- = 70 – 72 D- = 60 – 62 
   F = Below 60 

Quar ter Grades:     Semester Grades 
Tests* and Papers: 50%    1st Quarter: 40%  

  Quizzes:  30%    2nd Quarter: 40%  
  Homework:  20%    Final Exam: 20% 
  *Lowest test score dropped and replaced with homework average 
 
Test will cover material found in the chapter and class presentations.  A fi nal exam will be given 
the last regular week of the semester.  The fi nal exam will be cumulative for each semester, and a 
study guide will be provided prior to the exam. 
 
Students should expect to write two papers; [1]  research paper, [2]  response to a current event. 
Each paper will come with individualized instructions.  However, all papers are must be typed.  
All work must be turned in on time; late work will only be accepted if the student has an excused 
absence for the date the assignment was due. 
 

Quizzes will occur every Wednesday of the school year.  Each quiz will cover information 
covered in previous homework assignments, as well as, in class instruction. 
 
Homework must be neat, thorough, and on a clean edged piece of paper to be acceptable.  
Homework will be collected on the last class of the week.  Each homework assignment will 
receive a grade of 10 points.  Please check the Faculty Homework Page for frequent homework 
updates.  Late homework without an excused absence will not be accepted. 
 
The Composition Notebook  will act as a journal.  Students will be given opportunities to spend 
time in personal reflection, both in the classroom and in the Blessed Edmund Rice Chapel.  This 
notebook will act as a space to chronicle the student’s growth in terms of his understanding of 
Catholic Social Justice, his personal relationship with his God, and other themes connected to the 
class. 
 
Par ti cipation in class requires being prepared for class on a daily basis, in class participation, 
making connections to relevant outside material, correct and thorough responses, and a positive 
and productive attitude in the classroom. 
 
CLASSROOM RULES: 
Due to the nature of this class the most important rule that can be observed is to show respect for 
each other.  Being respectful can take many forms, but basically you are asked to respect one-
another’s right to receive a quality education.  You are also asked to respect the environment in 
which you learn, this classroom and school property should always be a place that you are proud 
to call you own. 
 
Finally, all other school rules, including those dealing with academic integrity must be followed 
in this class. 


